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po they 5 unto them, We. neither tial any 
Letters out of Judza concerning thee, neither any 
of the Brethren that came ſbew¾ed or ſpake any 
Harm of thee. But we defire to hear of thee, 
what thou thinkeſt : For as concerning this Sett, 

we know that every where it is ſpoken againſt. 
Acts xx. 21. 
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The Reverend Mr. * * * * 


Reverend and Dear Sir, 


T is fo long ſince I received your laſt Favour, 
that you will probably think me very un- 
mindful of the Obligation I am under to you 

for it: And ] don't certainly know, whether it would 
not be better to plead guilty tothe Charge, than run 
the Riſk of making it worſe by an inſufficient Apolo- 
y. But tho' I own the Fact, I abſolutely deny the 
Motive, if either a want of Reſpect to your Per- 
ſon, or an Indifference to maintain our Correſpon- 
dence, are even ſuggeſted as having a Hand in the 
Omiſſion. In reality, I have been in Hopes for 
ſome Time of ſeeing 7: this Year, and as I 
had much more to ſay to you, than could come 
within the Limits of a Letter, I deferr'd the one 
in the Views of the other. I don't think the Jour- 
ney quite impoſſible yet, but as the Seaſon is ſo 
LA- | B far 
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[ 2 ] 
far advanc'd, there appears leſs Likelihood of that 
Pleaſure, and I muſt content myſelf with a more 
laborious, but leſs ſatisfactory, way of anſwering 
| | the Queſtions in your laſt. 
| The firſt Part, which relates to the Conduct, 

and Principles of the Methodiſts, may probably 
| be more than ſufficient for the preſent Letter, tho” 
| I can't promiſe an Anſwer to all your Quæries 
| about them, either to your Satisfaction, or per- 
haps my own. I have already told you, that I 
eſteem their Miniſtry, as the Means by which it 
leas'd God to awaken me at firſt, and which I 
— found him ſtill bleſſing to my Comfort and 
| Eſtabliſhment in the Faith. Whatever there- 
| fore they may 'be to others, they have been 
made the Inſtruments of God for Good to my 
Squl ; and this clears up, to me at leaſt, many Ob- 
jections which may poſſibly be brought againſt 
them by others, and makes it both my Duty, and 
Intereſt to continue my Attendance among them. 
I am not indeed much concern'd to vindicate my 
own Character, however it may ſuffer even amongſt 
many of my Friends, for this Conduct. I defire 
to make no other Return to their Reproaches, 
than a daily Prayer, that by this, or ſome other 
Means, their Souls may experience the ſame Joy 
and Comfdrt I feel in my own, and then I am ſure 
they will never quarrel with, or be aſhamed of the 
Inſtruments by which they obtain it. 

What their particular Notions are concerning the 
Expediency, or Neceſlity of a ſtanding regular Mi- 
niſtry (which I ſee is one of your. Queſtions) I 
am not well able to affirm with any Certainty ; 
but I believe their Leaders acknowledge both, and 
I will give you my Reaſons, why I think ſo by and 
by. Subjects of this kind they never meddle with 
in their publick Diſcourſes, at leaſt I have —_ | 
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heard them; and tho' I have talk'd with ſome of 
them, both at Home and elſewhere, I don't re- 
member that this was any Part of our Converſa- 
tion, What my own Opinion of this Matter is, 
I have given a publick Teſtimony, by joining my- 
ſelf to a Church of Proteſtant Diſſenters, which I 
believe I ſhould hardly have done, had I thought 
there was any Probability of their forming them- 
ſelves into ſeparate Churches. This 1 find to be 
the general Practice of thoſe who have been brought 
to the Acknowledgment of the Truth by their 
Word. I ſuppoſe this is done with their Ap- 
probation, though, as I did not conſult them in 
this Caſe, I can only ſpeak my own Sentiments of 
the Matter. I am indeed informed, and I believe 
with good Authority, that Mr. V bitęſield, in 
Virtue of his Epiſcopal Ordination, adminiſters 
the Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 
according to the Order of the Church of England, 
to ſuch ot his Followers as are of his Communion, 
and deſire to receive them from his Hands: But 
I ſuppoſe none of the others exerciſe any Act of mi- 
niſterial Power, if at leaſt you except Preaching 
out of that Number; which I believe; Sir, you 
will not very zealouſly oppoſe. 

At their firſt ſetting out, they call'd themſelves, 
or were call'd by ſeveral Names, but I think 
their general Title was that of Exhorters, rather 
than Preachers; a Diſtinction, at leaſt as they 
managed it, which I confeſs I don't very well un- 
derſtand, nor ſhall I give myſelf the Trouble of 
enquiring very critically whether they do or no. 
Had I been'one of their Number, I ſhould have 
made no. Scruple to have called myſelf a Preacher, 
without either Epiſcopal, or any other Ordination, 
and that for the tollowing Reaſons. 
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I can have no doubt but every Man has a Right 
to tell thoſe who are willing to hear him, what 
God has done for his own Soul, and recommend 
that Mercy to others which he has happily. ex- 
perienced effectual to his own Salvation. Now 
whether this be done only in his own Family, or 
from Houſe to Houſe, which I apprehend to have 
been the primitive Meaning and Buſineſs of Ex- 
horters, or whether ſuch Inſtructions are conveyed 
in a Field, or any other convenient Accommoda- 
tion for greater Numbers than could have been 
aſſembled in a private Family, makes no manner 
of Alteration, as to the Lawfulneſs of the Caſe to 
me; though I confeſs I think it does with them, 
who are acting in direct Defiance of that Epiſco- 
pal Authority which they profeſs to own, as obe- 
dient Members of the Church of England, to 
whole Diſcipline they continue to profeſs Subjecti- 
on. Should you therefore aſk me, By what Au- 
thority they do theſe Things? it is a Queſtion in 
which I am no way concerned, and therefore might 
leave them to anſwer it as they can upon their on 

rinciples. However, as they are my Friends, 
once I will venture upon their Defence, which 

I ſhall undertake for them in the Words of the 
great Mr. Chillingwortb. No Chriſtian can want 
an ordinary Commiſſion from God to do a ne- 
„ ceflary Work of Charity, after a peaceable 
* manner, when there is no body elſe who can, 
** or will undertake it: In extraordinary Caſes 
extraordinary Courſes are not to be diſallowed 
« It ſome Chriſtian Layman ſhould come into a 
Country of Infidels, and had Ability to perſuade 
is them to Chriſtianity, who would ſay, he might 
++ not uſe it, for want of a Commiſſion.” Thus 
far that great Man, in his Preface to The Author 
ef Charity maintained, in Anſwer to that Ob- 
e re 8 ;eftion, 
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jection, that the pretended Reformers had neither 


extraordinary Commiſſion from God, nor ordinary 
Commiſſion from the Church, to preach Proteſtant 
Doctrine. The Caſe will be exactly the ſame in a 
Country where the fundamental Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity are loſt, though they retain the Name, 
as where it has never been preached. Whether this 
be the Caſe at preſent, we ſhall ſee by and by : 
For myſelf, I believe it is, and therefore look up- 
on theſe Men as raiſed up by the immediate Pro- 
vidence of God, to revive the great and important 
Articles of our holy Religion, which have in a 
manner been totally loſt in the Church of England; 
and I wiſh 1 had not Reaſon to add, very much 
corrupted, both as to the Faith and Practice of 
them, by many who call themſelves Diſſenters; 
and their Succeſs in the revival of theſe Doctrines, 
and the uncommon Effects which have attended it, 
are a ſatisfaftory Confirmation to me, whatever 
they may be to others, of the Validity of their 
Miſſion. | | 
I am, I believe, as little fond of Lay Preachers 
as thoſe who are moſt violent in their Oppoſition 
to this new Sect. I received part of my Education 
in a Country where theſe blind Guides have reign'd 
for the beſt part of a Century, and have ſufficiently 
been Witnels to the . of encouraging 
Perſons to turn Preachers, barely becauſe they are 
either too proud, or too lazy to follow their lawful 
Callings, and think it better to ramble about the 
Country, than mend Shoes, or repair old Cloaths 
at Home. I am not yet Enthuſiaſt enough to 
think Ignorance, and Impudence any Qualification, 
much leſs a neceſſary one, for a Goſpel Preacher; 
and ſhall heartily join in recommending the Apoltle's 
Advice to ſuch, that they ſtay at Home, and mind 
their own Buſine/s, Let theſe officious Intruders 
inta 
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into a Work they were never fit for meet with all 
the Contempt they deſerve: But where the Spirit 
of God 1s pleaſed to bear Witneſs, as I am fully 
ſatisfied he has done with many of theſe I am now 
ſpeaking of, and confirm their Teſtimony with 
Signs and Wonders, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and ſuch I eſteem the numerous and remarkable 
Converſions, both here, and in the Countries 
whither they have been ſent: Where, I fay, Per- 
ſons come with ſuch Cfedentials of an extraordinary 
Call, whatever others may do, who can't ſee them 
in the ſame Light, I conteſs I dare not reject them, 
leſt, as Gamaliel tells the Fews, I ſhould be found 
to fight againſt God. Perhaps when they have 
anſwered the End for which I believe they have 
been raiſed up amongſt us, when they have revived 
the Doctrines on which the Reformation was 
founded, and which their Articles ſtill witneſs to 
amongſt their own Clergy, and inſpired a greater 
Zeal tor them amongſt us; when they have awaken- 
ed Chriſtians of all Denominations out of the pre- 
ſent Lukewarmneſs and Indifference, which I am 
ſure you, Sir, acknowledge and bewail with me 
they may be ſent to foreign Lands, and made In- 
ſtruments of propagating Chriſtianity in Countries 
whither the Name of a Saviour, and the glad Tid- 
ings of his Goſpel, have never yet reached, 

I am the rather inclined to believe this, becauſe, 
as far as I can obſerve, where-ever they come they 
make no Attempts to eſtabliſh ſeparate Churches, 
but leave every Man at Liberty to chuſe for him- 
ſelf that way of Worſhip, and join himſelf to that 
particular Denomination of Chriſtians, to which 
Providence, and his own Conſcience, ſhall direct 
him. All they ſeem to aim at, is to make Men 
Chriſtians on Goſpel Principles, without eſtabliſh- 
ing diſtinct Places of Worſhip, or deſiring __ 
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their Converts ſhould be called after their Names. 
Such are the diſintereſted Views with which they 
have hitherto acted, at leaſt that Part of them 


with whom I am acquainted ; and I don't doubt, 


but whenever thoſe who are moſt prejudiced 
againſt them, ſhall, by the Purity of their Doc- 
trines, and a ſuitable Care in their Lives and Con- 
verſations, render their farther Preaching here un- 
neceſſary, they will with Pleaſure carry their La- 
bours to thoſe who may ſtand more in Need of 
them. 

For my own Part, I am in no Pain about the 
Charge of Enthuſiaſm, when I freely own to you, 
that I look upon what they have already done, 
but as the Beginning of a much more glorious 
Diſplay of divine Grace and Power, which ſhall 
diſtinguiſh theſe latter Days of the Goſpel, and 
fulfil in their largeſt Extent all the Promiſes made 
to our dear Redeemer, of ſeeing the Heathens given 
him for his Inheritance, and the utmoſt Parts of the 
Earth for his Poſſeſſion. That Time muſt come, 
and who knows whether this may not be the 
Dawnings of it ? I am ſure, whether I am miſtaken 
or no, you will join with me in an hearty Amen, 
that it may come ſpeedily. Something of this 
kind, I am credibly inform'd, has been already 
attempted by them with Succeſs, amongſt the Sa- 
vage Natives in the Regions of Africa, as far as 
the Cape of Good Hope. Whilſt another Party of 
their Miſſionaries have penetrated almoſt as far as 


the North Pole, and introduced the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs into Climes where the natural Sun hardly 


ever reaches; but as ſuch Accounts will not come 
within the reach of a Letter, I ſhall drop that Sub- 
ject, and wait for a more certain Account of their 
Succeſs, as I am by no means acquainted with the 
Perſons concerned in theſe Miſſions. ' Perhaps it 


may 
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may afford us Matter of pleaſing Converſation; * 
ſhould Providence permit my intended Viſit to 
7. , Which I ſhould now ſee with more Sa- 
tisfaction than I have done formerly. | 

You fee, my dear Sir, how difficult a Thing it 
is, for a Man to begin talking or writing on a fa- 
vourite Subject, and know when to leave off. Your 
firſt Queſtion has already taken up ſo much of 
my Paper, that I ſhall have little left for the far- 
ther Enquiries that remain unanſwer'd; however, 
that I may come to them as ſoon as I can, I ſhall 
diſmiſs the firſt Enquiry with only obſerving, that 
if their want of a regular, and learned Education 
be ſtill any Objection to the polite Hearers of the 
preſent Age, it is none to thoſe to whom they ſeem 
principally to be ſent, the Ignorant, I mean, and 


the Unlearned : Men who have only juſt Senſe 4 
enough to receive their Meſſage, believe, and be g 
ſaved. Theſe in Multitudes joytully entertain the R 
Goſpel in the Love of it, and are contented to 1 
hear, and receive the glad Tidings of Salvation, 8 
tho? offer'd in the meaneſt Language, and preach'd 

without the enticing Words of Mens Wiſdom ; whilſt y 
thro? all the Simplicity of the Preacher, and it Wp 
may be the more effectually too for that very Rea- Wc 


ſon, it reaches their Hearts in the Demonſtration of 
the Spirit, and of Power. Theſe honeſt Souls are 
quite unacquainted with labour'd Periods, and are 
happily deſtitute of a Taſte for thoſe modern Em- 
belliſhments which enervate the Word of God, and 
render it of no Effect. In the Simplicity of their 
Hearts they want no Kickſhaws to recommend | 
a Goſpel Entertainment, and find Nouriſhment 
from the ſincere Milk of the Word, without con- 
verting it into W hipt-Sullibub, | 

I wiſh, Sir, you were here only for a few Days, 
and I could ſhow you Perſons, and a goodly Com- 
VA | pany | 


(9 ] | 
| pany too of them, in the loweſt Rank almoſt of 
human Nature, ignorant of every Thing elſe to 4 
Degree almoſt intonceivable, and hardly capable 
Jof the common Offices of Life; yet filled not with 
an ignorant Zeal, but a more conſiſtent; as well 
as a more affecting Knowledge of tlie Corruption 
* of human Nature by the Fall, the Nature and 
Neceſſity of the New Birth, the Work of the Spi- 
| rit upon their own Souls, the glorious Doctrines 
of free Juſtification by the Blood, and Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, and Sanctification by his Spirit, 
than you will generally find in Perſons, whoſe 
on If Opportunities and Abilities might have rendered 
ſach Imptovemenrs lefs ſurpriſing: 


m | Amongſt this Number; I bleſs God, he has caſt 
= my Lot. I know very well they are poor, and 


deſpiſed, but this is no Objection at all to me: 
be As I hope I ſhall never be aſhamed of my dear 
Redeemer, may I be as little ſo of his Followers; 
I am fure they can't be poorer, or more deſpiſed 
on, ¶ than their Maſter. Whatever their outward Ap- 


b d ance may be, they are all glorious within, 
aſt — long — will be all glorious without too. 
lit 7 hey are ſo now in his Eſteem, may they ever be 
ea ſo in mine. 2 
n of I am contented (that Word is too mean, and 
are don't expreſs half the Sentiments of my Soul) 1 
ATE Mam thankful; and rejoice to be accounted one © 
m. their Number. Let my former Acquaintance an 
and Friends ſcorn me, let them lay the little Reputa- 
heir tion I once had among them in the Duſt; ftill 
end | approve the Choice I have made; and with Maſes; 
ent had rather endure Afﬀtittion with the People of God; 
on eban enjoy the Pleuſures of Sin, which are but for a 
enſon: Let them then caſt out my Name, and 
Vs, Preat mt as an Enthuſiaſt; or 4 Madman; ſtill 
am- ny glad Soul adores the Grace, which has brought 
any E Salvation 
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Salvation to it, in a Way I once as much deſpis d, 


as they do now. 


Don't miſtake me, my dear Sir, or imagine 
from what I have now ſaid, that I am for burn- 
ing all the Books of Learning in the Nation, or 
want to eftabliſh Chriſtianity on the Ruins of a 
polite and generous Education, I have no Deſign | 
to forget my former Acquaintance with the learned | 
Languages, nor do I mean to recommend Igno- 


rance in any of the Sciences in which I was once 
a Smatterer, as a neceſſary Qualification of a Goſpel 
Miniſter ; it will give me no Pain or Diſguſt, to 
hear the Doctrines of the Goſpel. explained and 
recommended with all the Arts of Perſuaſion, 
with all the Ornaments of Language, and Strength 
of Reaſon: And though, perhaps, I look on theſe 
Advantages in a different Lob from what I once 


did, yet I am {till convinced of their Uſefulneſs, 


and even Neceſſity, where the great Doctrines of 
our holy Religion are to be vindicated againſt 
Gainſayers, who may be poſſeſſed of all theſe Ta- 
lents for their Deſtruction. In ſuch Caſes the 


Scholar, the Gentleman, and the Chriſtian, will | 


always appear to me in an amiable Light, and 
with Pleaſure I ſhall always cultivate an Acquaint- 
ance with Perſons of ſuch a Character. 1 confeſs, 


indeed, I at preſent hear, and read Diſcourles on | 
the important Truths of Chriſtianity with little | 
Pleaſure, which, as ſometimes is the Caſe, have 
little to recommend them but the Elegance of I 
their Compoſure, or the Politeneſs with which | 
they are delivered. I can't poſſibly think a plea- | 


ſant Voice, or a decent and agrecable Geſture, can 
make up tor a moral Harangue without one Word 


of. Chriſt, or the Goſpel in it, from ene End to 
the other. Nor can I with Patience hear the Man, 
who evidently diſcovers a greater Care to be thought | 
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an Orator than a Miniſter, and is more con- 
cerned about his Language than his Doctrine. 
Itching Ears may want ſuch Helps to carry them 


4 through the Fateague of a modern Sermon, which 


has nothing elſe in it to engage their Attention : 
but to my Soul may the Name of a Saviour, and 
the pure unadulterated Doctrines of the Goſpel be 
ever ſweet from their own intrinſic Excellence, 
without theſe adventitious Aſſiſtances, which 1 
thank God I ſtand in no need of. 

I find, already, I muſt reſerve what more im- 
mediately relates to myſelf to another Letter, fo 
you may let me go on in my own Way at preſent, 
and if you grow tired of the Subject, which in my 
manner of handling it I take to be no improbable 
Suppoſition, learn, for the future, not to aſk me 
any more Queſtions about it, becauſe when this 
comes in my Way, I ſhall not be eaſily brought 
to think of any Thing elſe. Having thus got 
another vacant Side, or two before me, I ſhall now 
with Courage go on to obſerve, that not only the 
Fact is fo, that theſe Men have been made emi- 
nently uſeful, beyond any Example in the preſent 
Age; but that without reſolving all the Effect of 
their Succeſs into the meer abſolute Will and 
Pleaſure of the divine Being (though to this Cauſe 
ultimately all the Bleſſing which attends the beſt 
qualify'd Preachers muſt be ultimately aſcribed) 
Fimagine I can account for what they have done, 


upon rational Principles, and prove that their Qua- 
I lifications, and manner of Preaching, however 
different from the modern Taſte of Politeneſs, and 


Appearance of human Learning, yet is, in the. 
very Nature of Things, better adapted to improve. 
the Underſtandings of their Hearers, and reach 


Stheir Hearts too, than the received Methods of 


Preaching generally in uſe among us. I ſuppoſe, 
a C 2 Sir 5 
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Bir, by this Time you begin to be in Pain for my 
own Underſtanding, and are making many ſober 
and excellent Reflections on the Force of Prejudice 
and Bigotry. I can't help imagining I ſee you 
ſhaking your Head, and pitying your poor en- 
thuſiaſtic Friend, in his Attempt to prove two ſuch 
wild Propoſitions: Well! be it fo, however, as 
I really believe them both true, I ſhall venture on 
the Conſequence, and try, at leaſt, if I can't per- 
ſuade you to be of the ſame Mind. 955 | 
In the firſt Place then, their Doctrines are ge- 
nerally plain and ſimple, and therefore beſt adapt - 
ed to the Capacities of thoſe they preach to, who 
are few of them capable of following, or taking 
in a long, or intricate Chain of Reaſoning, conti- 
nued through the Length of a regular Diſcourſe, 
in which the Connection once loſt, will with Diffi- 
culty, if at all, be recovered, ' | | 
Were. Chriſtianity indeed deſigned to make Men 
Philoſophers, this manner of Talking might be 
neceſſary, how many ſoever of the Hearers might 
be excluded from the Benefit of the Lecture ; but 
| can never believe, that a Revelation, mercifully 
deſigned for the Salvation of all, can require to be 
reached in a Way, by which none but the 
Baal and the Wiſe are like to be the better for 
it. To Perſons who read their Bibles with a ſin- 
cere Deſire to know what they muſt believe, and 
practice in order to be ſaved, I am perſuaded the 
important Articles there revealed, will appear leſs 
mtricate than is commonly imagined. . PROT 
The endleſs Controverſies, which have from time 
to time been introduced into our Pulpits, and per- 
plexed the Minds of weak, but well-meaning 
— haye uſually had their Foundation not in 
the Text, but the Commentary. The Doctrines 


gf the Goſpel (thoſe I mean which are eſſentially. 


necellary 
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¶ neceſſary to Salvation) are like its glorious Author, 
b plain and obvious to every Capacity. There is no 


Man, I ſuppoſe, ſo weak as to be incapable of 


3 being taught that he is a Sinner, that his Nature 
is corrupt, and inclined to every Thing that is 


evil; but perhaps he may be puzzled to under- 
ſtand how this Depravity has been derived to him 
from the original Apoſtacy of his firſt Parents. 
The leading Propoſition he finds plainly afferted, 
and witneſſed too by his Conſcience; and here a 
Methodiſt Preacher would have ſtopt, without di- 
verting the Attention of his Hearers into vain 
Inquiries how theſe Things can be, or weakening 
the Impreſſion this great Truth may have made 
upon their Hearts, by unprofitable Queſtions, only 
fit to perplex their Heads. By this Means they 
gain a farther Advantage, and find Time for a 
perſonal Application to the Conſcience of the Sin- 
ner, in the moſt proper Seaſon for carrying on the 
Conviction to its deſired Effect. This Inſtance firſt 
occurred to my Thoughts, but it would be eaſy to 
carry it on through all the Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
which were never deſigned as Matters of bare 
Speculation to exerciſe the Wit, or diſcover the 
Learning of the Preacher, which may be eaſily, 
and I am afraid is often done, without any real 
Advantage to thoſe who hear him. 

It is a Fact, which 1 ſuppoſe, will hardly be de- 
died me, that two Thirds of every Auditory in 
England are abſolutely. incapable to judge of an 
Argument carry'd on to the Length of a common 
—— or comprehend in half an Hour the 
Force of that Reaſoning, which it may be has coſt 
the Preacher half a Week to compoſe: But it is 
equally true, that every one in thoſe Auditories 
has a Soul to be ſaved, which therefore muſt be 
effected ſome other Way, or not done at all. i 

; Q 
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So far then as Learning has a natural Tendency | 
to lead Preachers into the Choice of obſtruſe Sub- Woſ 
jects, or to handle plain ones in a manner above 
the Capacities of their Hearers, ſo far it tends ro ga 
diſappoint the very Ends of Preaching, which are me 
to make People wiſer, and better, to direct their 
Heads, and improve their Hearts: but how either 
the one, or the other, can be obtain'd by attend- Mar 
ing to a Diſcourſe which they are incapable of Nue 
underſtanding, is, I confeſs, paſt mine to com- vi 
prehend. What St. Paul ſays of praying and giv- re. 
ing Thanks in an unknown Tongue, may with ou 
equal Truth be apply'd to ſuch Sermons, 1 Cor. xiv. Fra 
17. For thou verily giveſt Thanks well, but the other / 
ig not ediſy d. u 
Were it neceſſary to ſupport this manner of Rea- 
ſoning by Facts, it would be difficult to produce WF 2 
an Inſtance. of any one Preacher, either in the F* © 
Church of England, or amongſt the Diſſenters, 
whoſe Genius led them to carry their Learning in- 50 
to the Pulpit, who have left behind them the Cha- 
racter of popular and ſucceſsful Preachers. Give WF + 
me Leave to mention one in each Denomination. 
And when I name Dr. Barrow, and Mr. How, it 
would be difficult to add two greater Names in the 
laſt Century, either as Scholars, or Chriſtians; | 
and yet I make no Scruple to affirm, that the ! 
World have been much more oblig'd to them from 
the Preſs, than their Hearers were from the Pul- 
pit; and whilſt the latter had hardly Hearers 8&2. 
enough to make a Conventicle, his honeſt Cotem- 
porary Jobn Bunian converted more Souls, than he 


erally. had Auditors. This no way appears F< ' 
ſtrange to me, and is eaſily accounted for upon st 
the Principle J have already advanc'd. Curioſity ; | 
may lead a Man to hear a Sermon which he can't ; 
underſtand; but if he goes with any ſerious: Pur» . 
" poles, . 
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Poſes, he will take Care not to go often to a Place 
here he is ſure to be diſappointed. I repeat it 
gain then, that plain Preaching, ſuch as is uſed 
Smong my new Friends, is in itſelf the moſt likely 
Way to do Good. The Doctrines of Chriftianity 
er Ire in themſelves too ſublime and important to 
1. Want any of the little Decorations of human Elo- 
of Wuence, or the enticing Words of Mens Wiſdom. If 
I wanted a farther Authority to ſupport me, the 
preateſt Orator who ever lived ſtands ready to 
ouch the Aſſertion, both by his Opinion and his 
Practice; give me leave to quote a Paſſage or 
70, which are full to the Purpoſe. Res qui- 
dem eadem manet, nee Orationis elegantia fit 
a- melior, nec Vilitate deterior : Neque Rem vere 
ce © is amat, quem ab ea ad retrahit in- 
16 F< cuita Oratio.” Cicero de Natura Deorum. 
8, On another Occaſion, ſpeaking of a philoſo- 
n- 7 Writer, leſs famous for the Purity of his 
anguage, than the Importance of his Subject. 
7e “ Si aftert Eloquentiam accipio: Si non habet, 
n. non admodum Ffagitem.“ You are to remem- 
it per I am not Preaching, and therefore am at Li- 
e erty to quote what Authors I pleaſe; efpecially 
4 hen it is to clear myfelf of ſo terrible a Charge 
is Enthuſiaſm, I fee by the ſmall Remains of m 
Paper, that J muſt diſmiſs this Head; but as F 
got into the Humour of Quotations, let me 
lo it with one I lately met with, which the? from 
& Heathen Philoſopher, ſpeaks my ewn Senſe of 
his Matter, better than any Words of my own. 
t is Part of an Epiſtle of Senecas, I think the 
75th, however I am ſure the Words are his. Non 
y E jejuna eſſe & arida volo, que de rebus tam 
it e magnis dicentur, (neque enim Philoſophia (The- 
r vlogia) Ingenio renunciat) multum tamen Ope- 
s, ns impendi verbis non oportet. Hæc lit Pro- 
| poſiti 
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ie pdſiti noſtti ſumma : Quod ſentimus loquamur; 
<< quod loquimur ſentiamus, concordet Sermo 
« cum Vita. non dilectent Verba noſtra 
c ſed proſint, non quærit æger Medicum eloquen- 
© tem; ſed ſanantem: Sed fi ita competit, ut 
idem ille qui ſanare poteſt; compte de his quæ 


cc facienda ſunt diſſerat, boni conſulet: Non tamen 


< erit quare gratulatur ſibi, quod inciderit in Me- 


«© dicum diſertum, ſed Medicinæ peritum, & me- 


d dentem.” Theſe I am ſure were the Apoſtle 


Paul's Sentiments, and this his Practice; which 


I ſhall always look upon as a full Vindication of 
thoſe, who, after his Example, deſpiſe the Words 
of Mens Wiſdom, and Labour to preach with the 


Demanſtration of the Spirit, and of Power. 
| | Let 


* Since ſome Part of theſe Papers went to the Preſs, I 
have met with a Paſſage ſo appoſite to my preſent Pur- 
poſe, that I believe my Reader will be as well pleaſed 
with the Quotation as myſelf «i 
„ Not am I without my Fears, that a great deal of 
Time is loft in our artful Compoſition of | Sermons, and 
in giving them ſuch Polifh, and Ornament; as does not 
conduce to their Uſefulneſs, nor any way balance the La- 
bour employed in the Work. If we do not diligently 
watch over our Hearts, this will be an Jucenſe offered ts 
aur own Vanity, which. will render our Sacrifice leſs ac- 


ceptable to God, however we or our Hearers may he de- 


lighted with the Perfume. Greater Plainneſs and Simpli- 
city of Speech might often be more uſeful to the Bulk of out | 
Auditory, and perhaps more acceptable too, and upon the 
whole it might be at leaft equally 'beautiful. For all who? 
are not Children in Underſtanding know that there is 4 
natural, and manly kind of Eloquence atiling from a deep 


Senſe of the Subject, and an ardent Love to the Souls of 


our Hearers, which is of all others the moſt to be deſir'd, 
and eſteem d. And tho* ſuch Diſcourſes may be attended 
with ſome little Inconveniencies, and may want ſome ot? 
that Varniſb which exacter Preparation might have ſet on, 

» ret 
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ur; Let me now advance one Step farther, and add 
mo another Reaſon, why I think theſe Mens Preach- 
tra ing more likely to anſwer the Deſign of it, than 
en- the common Methods practis'd almoſt univerſally 
ut by the Clergy, and too much in Uſe among the 
uz Diſſenters ot all Denominations ; and that is, 
nen As their Doctrines are plainer, and their manner 
Le- of handling them more level with the Capacities 
ne- of their Hearers, ſo they are more evangelical too. 
ſtle It is the want of this, which I am perſuaded lies 
ich WF at the Bottom of the little Succeſs, which attends 
of the moſt celebrated Preachers of the preſent Age. 
rd: No Man was ever yet reaſon'd into Chriſtianity. 
the don't mean that the external Evidences of Chri- 

ſtianity are incapable of being prov'd by Reaſon ; 
Let this has been done ſo often, to the Confuſion of 
our modern Infidels, eſpecially in the Anſwers 
given to a late famous Treatiſe on that Subject, 
e chat I hope we ſhall hear no more from that Quar- 

ter. If we will make men Chriſtians, we muſt 


A of preach Chriſt, I mean thoſe peculiar Doctrines 


not yet ſurely, where an Habit of Speaking is formed by pro- 
La-& per Application, and the Materials of a Sermon digeſted 
otly in the Mind, it will riſe above a reaſonable Contempt. 
4 to And if where exacter Preparation is made, a Care to pre- 
"ac. 8 ſerve theſe Niceties of Compeſition deaden the Manner of the 
- de- Delivery, and take off its Vigayr, or weaken the Force of 
mpli-| its Addreſs, I cannot but apprehend it as injurious to the 
Four Character of the Orator, as that of the Preacher. The 
\ the moſt celebrated Speakers in judicial Courts, and in Senates, 
who have in all Ages, and Nations purſued the Method I now 
is 1 recommend, and the moſt acceptable Preachers have at- 
deep tempted it. On the whole, permit me to ſays it would 

be a fatal Thing to barter away the Souls of our People, 
for the higheſt, and juſteſt Reputation of Speaking well.” 
Dr. Doddridges Sermon on the Evil and Danger of 
neglecting the Souls of Men. Page 21. 
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which diſtinguiſh the Religion of Jeſus, from thoſe - 


Principles of natural Religion which are diſco- 


- verable by the Light of Keaſon, and therefore 


made the general Subjects of our modern Diſ- 
courſes. I am perſuaded if theſe would have done 
it, I had long ago been made a Chriſtian: I am 
ſure, at leaſt, I have for many Years attended Per- 
ſons who were confeſſedly the greateſt Maſters of 
theſe Principles, and 1 think I may add, that I did 


lo very frequently with Seriouſnels, and a real De- 


ſire of getting Good by them: But what alas! 
was the Conviction more than an empty unaffect- 
ing Speculation. 

It we expect the Power of God to Salvation 
ſhould accompany the Preaching of the Goſpel, it 
muſt not be in the Words which Man's I iſdom 
teaches, but thoſe of the Holy Ghoſt, comparing ſpi- 
ritual Things with Spiritual. That infinitely pure 
Spirit will bear Witneſs to no Truth of which he 
is not the Author, nor ſet his Seal to any Doctrines 
which are not ſtamp'd with his own Authority, 
and derived from that ſacred Fountain, pure and 
uncorrupted. Adulterated milk, if it don't ſtarve 
thoſe who are fed with it, will at beſt afford but 
very little nouriſhment; and it 1s owing to this 
thin Diet, that even thoſe, who,, we may hope 
have ſomething of the ſpiritual Life begun in their 
Souls, thrive no better, either in their Graces, or 


their Comforts. If the Queſtion were put to ma- 


ny, to whom we dare not deny the name of Chri- 
ſtians, Fhich was put by Jonadab to Ammon, 


* Why ari thou, being the King's Sen, lean from Day | 
* to Day,” it would be found owing to the Un- 
wholeſomeneſs of their Food. Spiritual as well | 


as natural Health is not to be maintained by Kick- 


ſhaws, and I wiſh that were the worlt Term which | 
a great deal of what they feed upon deſerves. | 
18 There 
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There is a native Glory in the Scheme of Man's 
Redemption, as it ſhines in the pure Goſpel, which 
loſes both its Authority and Luſtre by human 
Inventions, Hence our * Diſcourſes neceſ- 
ſarily loſe that Influence over the Conſciences of 
their Hearers, which can only be maintain'd by 
« a thus ſaith the Lord.” 

Full ot themſelves, and their own Underſtand- 
ing, our Preachers mount the Pulpit, and vain 
with the Study of the preceding Week, for Form 
Sake read a Paſſage from their Bibles, which they 
call a Text, then cloſe the Book, and all their 
farther Concern with it. If it happens, that the 
Verſe they have made Choice of ſhould have the 
name of Chriſt in it, 'tis well, if not, you are not 
to expect to hear any Thing of him to the End of 
the Diſcourſe. Now if ſuch Sermons are like to 
have any Effect, I am ſure it muſt ſtand in the 
Wiſdom of Men, and not in the Goſpe! of Ged. 

You know, Sir, and have often bewailed it, 
that this is no falſe or aggravated Repreſentation 
of the Matter even amongſt us; and can you won- 
der that ſuch Men labour in vain, whilſt their 
Hearers receive what they deliver with as little Con- 


cern as they deliver it. Is it likely that Sinners ſhould 
be awakened by ſuch puny Thunders, or any 


Wonder that Chriſtians (if their Auditories ſtill re- 
tain any ſuch among them) languiſh under the 
Withdrawments of the Spirit, inſtead of being 
animated and built up in their moſt holy Faith? 
Can it be a Surprize to you, Sir, that weaker In- 
ſtruments are owned in a better Cauſe, when thoſe 
of greater Abilities thus only preach themſelves, 
and not Chrift Jeſus the Lord ? Muſt a Man needs 
be an Enthuſiaſt to foretel, that every Plant which 
our heavenly Father hath not planted will be pluckt 
up, and every new Scheme and Doctrine, unſup- 
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poten by the only Rule of our Faith, or which 
leaves out the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the ſole Ob- 
ject of it, muſt meet the Fate the Apoſtle pro- 
nounces on thoſe who build with Wood, and Hay, 
and Stubble ? * 

Let it be allowed, that theſe Men are in them- 
ſelves weak and illiterate, the Weapons of their 
Warfare will be found not to be ſo; let their na- 
tural or acquir'd Abilitics be ſuppos'd as mean as 
thoſe who deſpiſe them moſt would repreſent them, 
tho” I think that is not univerſally the Cafe ; but 
my Buſineſs is not at preſent to defend their Abi- 
lities, but to account for their Succefs, Let ig 
therefore be granted, that they underſtand no other 
Tongue but their own, and perhaps that not very 
well neither; that they have never read over, 
much leſs ſpent five or ſix Years in Syſtems of 
natural, or moral Philoſophy. It is enough for 
them, and for me too, that they have 'read over 
their Bibles, which alone can make them wiſe to 
Salvation. It is owing to this happy Ignorance in 
Matters of little Importance, that their Thoughts 
are neceſſarily led to evangelical Subjects, neither 
perplex'd with endleſs Controverſies, nor corrupt- 
ed with Novel Doctrines, brought in by Men of 
perverſe Minds, and deſtitute of the Truth : So 
that whatever their Heads may be, their Hearts 
are always open to receive the Doctrines of the 


* For my own Part, I can't endure to have my Faith 
lean on the rotten Props of precarious Reaſon, or Philoſe- 
hy—An Itch of Novelty, and vain Curioſity has a 
Tindure in it of our original Corruption Vulgar Truths 
are like vulgar Bleſſings, of moſt Uſe, and trueſt Worth, 
and ſurely our Saviour thought ſo, when he thanked his 
Father, that he had hid theſe Things from the Wiſe and 
Prudent, and revealed them unto Babes. Dr. Lucas's 


Enquiry after Happineſs. Vol. II. P. 174. 
ng wh | Goſpel 
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Goſpel pure from their native Fountain, For my 
own Part, I heartily wiſh myſelf in their Place, 
and would gladly forget the greateſt Part of all I 
have ever learnt, which I find, by dear bought 
Experience, not worth the Pains it has coſt me. 
Were I to begin my Inquiries after Truth atreſh, 
believe my Executors would find my Library a 
very ſmall one, as well as theirs. 
This naturally accounts for their Manner of 
Preaching, and that as naturally accounts tor their 
Succeſs, and will, I doubt not, ſecure the ſame 
to all who will follow their Example, and preach 
as they do. I can't poſſibly recollect where I have 
met with a Paſſage, which, however, as it ſpeaks 

my own Senſe of the Matter, in a more ſtrikin 
Light than I am capable of placing it in myſelt, 
I ſhall take the Liberty of quoting. The Ser- 
* mons of moſt modern Divines, ſays my Au- 
* thor, are like the Windows in many of our old 
* Cathedrals, in which the Painting often keeps 
out the Light.” Let it be allow'd (tho' that is 
more than I can in Conſcience ſay of many of our 
modern Divines) that their Foundation is right ; 
yet whilſt the Tinſel which compoſes the Super- 
ſtructure, only glares at a Diſtance with falſe Or- 
naments of their own deviſing, unhappy will thoſe 
be who hope to be enriched with the deluſive 
Treaſure, os theſe Reflections might have 
come in more properly under the former Head, 
but as I did not then think of them, and as they 
appear to me to anſwer my general Deſign, you 
will excuſe the Impropriety with which they are 
introduced. I think I might ſafely reſt the Mat- 
ter here, with only this Obſervation, that all 1 
have been attempting to prove under this Head is, 
that the Doctrines of the Goſpel, in their native 
Simplicity, and unadulterated either by human 
5 | Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, as well as unadorned with the ſuperficial 


Decorations of human Eloquence, are the moſt ; 


likely Methods to make Men Chriftians : But 


whether the preſent Teachers among the Me- 
thodiſts do really preach in this Manner, or no, 
muſt ſtill remain a Queſtion, except you will | 
take my Word for it, or come and hear them | 


yourſelf. 


I ſhall diſmiſs you from any farther Trouble on | 


this Head, with a Quotation from a living Au- 
thor, whoſe Writings have never been charg'd 


with any Tincture of Enthuſiaſm, and one whoſe 
well known Abilities to ſhine in all the Ornaments | 


of Language, attended with all the Advantages 
of human Learning, will ſet the Preference he 
gives to the plain and evangelical Preaching I 
have been recommending, above a Suſpicion of 
its being the Effect of his Incapacity, of equalling 


the politeſt Diſcourſes of our modern Preachers. 


I cannot (ſays that excellent Writer) invite 
& the looſe and faſhionable Part of Mankind, the 
<* vain Cenſors of the Age, to become my Read- 
ers: Theſe Perſons will find but little here 
& that ſuits their Taſte, for I have not entertain'd 
« you with Lectures of Philoſophy inſtead of the 
“ Goſpel of Chriſt ; nor have I affected that eaſy 


& Indolence of Stile, which is the dry Delight of 
« ſome modiſh Writers.“ Theſe Diſcourſes have 
<« but little Hope to gratify thoſe curious Minds, 
* who turn over the Leaves ſuperficially, to ſearch ? 
“ if there be any new Diſcoveries in them, and 
e being diſappointed, lay down the Book with 
„ Diſdain. I grant it is ſometimes neceſſary | 
„to preach, and print, ſuch Diſcourſes as 


are more critical and laborious in Expoſition 


* Dr. W/attss Dedication to the firſt Volume of Ser- 


« of | 


mons, p. 6. 
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« of difficult Texts, and which, by artificial Traim 
« of Argument, may penetrate deep into the hid- 


« wave the Honour of ſuch Performances in the 
« more general Courſe of my Labours; and 
« chiefly to purſue thoſe Methods which more 
« directly tend to the Edification of the Bulk of 
« Mankind in the Knowledge of Chriſt, and prac- 
« tical Religion. We are too often ready to jud 

« that to be the beſt Sermon which has many 
« ſtrange Thoughts in it, many fine Hints, and 
« ſome grand and on Sentiments : But a Chri- 
« ſtjan in his beſt Temper of Mind will ſay, 
« that it is a good Sermon which brings my Heart 


« neareſt to God, and makes the Grace of Chriſt 


e ſweeteſt to my Soul.” 

A farther Advantage which attends theſe new 
Preachers, ariſes from the Manner in which they 
addreſs their Hearers, which is, generally at leaſt, 
better adapted to excite their Attention, and cor- 
rect that Indolence in Worſhip, which too fre- 
quently appears on the Faces of our modern Aſ- 
ſemblies. The Movements of ſacred Paſſion 
may be the Ridicule of an Age which pretends to 
nothing but calm Reaſoning; Life and Zeal in 
the Miniſtry of the Word may be deſpis'd by 
Men of lukewarm and dying Religion; Fervency 
of Spirit in the Work of the Miniſtry, may be- 
come the Scorn and Jeſt of the. Critick, and the 
Prophane ; but this very Life and Zeal, this ſa- 


1 « den Things of God. But I am content to 


cred Fervency, will ſtill remain one bright Cha- 


racter of a Chriſtian Preacher, till the Names of 
Paul and Apollos periſh from the Church, that is, 
till this Bible, and theſe Heavens are no more. 
Don't miſtake me, Sir, I am not going to judge 


of the Goodneſs, or predict the Succeſs of a Diſ- 
courle by the Lungs of a Preacher, or any unna- 


tural 


- 
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tural Diftortion in the Face or Limbs, with whick 
the moſt ſerious Truths are delivered. A Man 
may be very much in earneſt himſelf, and ſhow 
that he is ſo too, without any Danger to the Drum 
of his Hearers Ears, or the Safety of the Edifice 
where they are met together. 

Unnatural Sounds and affected Geſtures are by 
no. means included in that Fervency and Zeal, 
with which I think both the Duties of Prayer and 
Preaching ought to be performed. I wiſh I could 
ſay, that I had never obſerved ſome Irregularities, 
both of Voice and Action, amongſt my new 
Friends, which, as I can't approve in them, I 
would be far from recommending to their Suc- 
ceſſors. However, after this honeſt Confeſſion, 
you will allow me at leaſt to apologize for what 
I-can't defend. Let it be allow'd, that Cuſtom 
has render'd ſuch irregular Exertions of the Voice 
diſagreeable to a modern Auditory, who have 
been us'd to the contrary Extream, and have been 


accuſtom'd to Preachers, whoſe great Concern | 


has been employ'd in the Arts of Pronunciation, 
and feel as little Warmth in their own Souls in 
the Delivery of a Diſcourſe, as they did in the 
Compoſition: It will by no means follow from 
this Conceſſion, that Perſons of warmer Affections 
are obliged to copy that ealy Indolence, or uni- 
form Tone of Voice, which can only be juſtify'd 
on the Suppoſition, that the Heart of the Preacher 
is as little affected, as thoſe of his Hearers are like 
to be from ſuch calm and undiſturbed Addreſſes, 
Let ſuch a manner of Delivery be juſtify'd in 
thoſe Parts of a Diſcourſe where Truths are ſim- 
ply inveſtigated by Argument, and the Appeal is 
only made to the Underſtanding, this may per- 
haps be beſt effected by Calmneſs and Deliberation, 
but when the ſame manner of Addreſs is _ 
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dued in thoſe Parts of it where the Affections are 


o be rouz'd, and the Application brought Home 


Fo the Conſciences of an Auditory, and it will be 


aly to foretel what Effect it is like to have there. 
et the Philoſopher argue as coolly as he pleaſes, 
is. Buſineſs is only to engage my Aſſent to the 


Truth of a Propoſition, with which, whether he 


ucceeds or no, a ſmall Part, if any, of my real 
appineſs is connected. But it muſt ſhock a ſe- 
10us Mind, to hear Matters of infinite and eter- 


Pal Moment deliver'd with an Air which evident- 
y diſcovers, that the Preacher himſelf is very lit- 


le concerned what Effect they produte upon his 
earers. Such a Conduct, I will venture to af- 
rm, is as abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Rules 


df juſt Speaking, as it is with the Character of a 
FChriſtian Divine. A Statue hung round with 


oral Sentences, or a Marble Pillar with divine 
Tuths inſcrib'd upon it, may indeed exhibit Doc 
rines of Importance coldly to the Underſtanding, 
rhilſt the Devotion they were deſign'd to raiſe 
ill generally freeze at the Heart, and the Perſons 
aught remain as cold as the Inſtructor. 

However this indolent lazy way of addreſſing an 
\udience has obtain'd in the preſent Age, and in 


Pur own Country, it is certain our Fathers, from 


he Beginning of tlie Reformation to the Middle 


f the laſt Century, Knew nothing of it: Their 


Vritings ſpeak another Spirit; and tho' there 


T xl be ſomething in their Stile ünfaſhionable, 
Aan 


unpoliſh'd, as poſſibly there might be in their 


. Delivery, yet they were ſurrounded with Con- 
rerts, and help'd to fill Heaven apace; for God 


as with them. Our Brethren, on the othet Side 
t the Tweed, ſtill generally retain that Fervour, 
nd Zeal in their publick Adminiſtrations, whicli 
at recommending, and which my new F ene 

E. ar 
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ate aiming at, tho* their want of Experience 
(which can only be learnt by a long Cuttom of 
Speaking in publick) may expoſe them ro ſome 
Improprieties, which a very ſmall Share of Good- 
nature would overlook, and which J hope they 
will gradually learn to avoid. Ir is equally true, 
that the foreign Proteſtant Churches, of all Deno- 
minations, exert the ſame Life and Vigour both 
in Geſtures and Pronunciation, for which, without 
travelling into foreign Countries, I need only ap- 

al to the French, Dutch, or Daniſh Miniſters 
ettled here. I don't remember to have ſeen any 
of thoſe Proviſions for Lazineſs in their Pulpils, 
which are at once the Ornaments and Diſgrace of 
ours, and which, if I were half ſo much an En- 
thuſiaſt as I have been repreſented, I might tell 
you the Prophet Exzekzel foretels and pronounces 
a Curſe againſt, under the Title of Pillous plac'd 
under the Arms, Ezth. xiii. 19. which for any 
Thing I can ſee, our Tranſlators, if they had 
thought fit, might quite as well have render'd 
Cuſhions, and then the Uſe they were put to, 
would have been an exact Deſcription of the Ends 
they anſwer amongſt us. 

You will conſider, Sir, what I am now writing 
as only a Letter, never deſign'd for the Publick, 
and therefore not charge it as a Libel on our mo- 
dern Clergy of any Denomination. After this ne- 
ceſſary Caution, give me Leave to go on, and add 
what may perhaps be a better Authority to ſome 
People amongſt us, than any I have yet quoted. 
That the Jeſuits, thoſe. profeſſed Maſters of Elo- 
quence and Perſuaſion, are equally fervent in their 
Declamations, tho' perhaps they have learnt to 
regulate both their Voice and Geſture with a little 
97 Art, than my poor Friends are yet Maſters 
95 | 1 
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It was probably from one of theſe Orators, that 
the famous Napbael form'd the Deſign of a Car- 
toon, which has done Honour to his Memory, 
and is juſtly plac'd among the peculiar Treaſures. 
of Kings. That great Artiſt happily liv'd in 
an Age when he had no Examples of our modern 
Harangues, and was too well acquainted with the 
Springs of human Paſſions, and the Arts of Per- 
ſuaſion, to have copy'd them if he had. He has 
theretore drawn St. Paul preaching at Athens, in an 
Attitude which ſpeaks Conviction to almoſt every 
Beholder, how much he was in Earneſt himſelt, 
and how likely he was to command Attention, 
and make his Hearers feel the Force of what he 
deliyer'd. If he had copy'd that great Apoſtle 
from the polite Indolence, and unmeaning Geſtures 
of the Divines now in Vogue, he muſt at the ſame 
Time, to have been conſiſtent with himſelf, have 
thrown out every Feature of Conviction, and Se- 
niouineſs in his Auditory, and repreſented them as 
much unconcern'd and aſleep as the Preacher. 

I have no Deſign to make a vain Shew of my. 
Learning, or I could eaſily ſupport my Theory, 
by Authorities from the moſt celebrated Authors 
ot - Antiquity, upon whoſe Credit, tho“ I have 
neither Leiſure nor Inclination to make long Quo- 
tations, I will venture to aſſert, that neither De- 
moſtbenes nor Cicero ever dreamt of enervating the 
Force of thoſe glorious Orations, which have been 
the Admiration of every ſucceeding Age, by in- 
dolently reading over their Compoſitions to the 
Publick with that uniform Tone, and unmeaning 
Countenance, as are now the faſhionable Diſtinc- 
tions of our moſt applauded Preachers. Philip 
would never have dreaded the Thunder of the firſt, 
had it been ſoftened to the modern Taſte; nor 
Cataline fled the Terrors of that Tongue, whoſe 
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Sounds were confin'd by the preſent Rules of Elo- 


quence and Eaſe. Cæſar had never trembled be- 
tore ſuch a puny Orator, - nor had his Heart been 
reach'd by a Voice purpoſely modulated for Fear 
it ſhould offend his Ear s. 

All J have been aiming at hitherto is to Vin- 
dicate that neceſſary Pathos and Energy of Ex- 
preſſion, which ſtands oppoſed to the lifeleſs and 
unmeaning Eaſe, which are at once the Delight and 
Reproach of the preſent Age. Without this, the 
bett choſen Words, and labour'd Periods, what- 
ever Reputation they may give the Preacher, wil 
be very little Advantage to the Heaters. The 
leaſt we can ſay of ſuch Diſcourſes is, that like 
beauritul Pictures, finiſhed by a maſterly Hand, 
they may amuſe and entertain the Spectator, who 
has Skill enough to' diſcern their E. xcelleneies, 
but Liſe, or Heat, or Motion they have none. 
There is a beautiful Deſcription the Pſalmiſt has 
drawn of the Idols of the Heathen, and their Wor- 
ſhippers, which, without making the Appkecation 
roytelt, I ſhall leave to every Man who feads it, 
Pial*cxv. 3. Their Idols are Silver, and Gola, the 
Work of Mens Hands. They bave Moths, but they 
fpeak not; and again, ver. 7. Neither ſpeak they 
thro their Throats. They who make them are like 
unto them, ſo is every one who truſteth in them. As 
I have no particular Perſons or Denominations in 
my Eye, I will venture to tranſcribe another Paſ- 
ſage, without any Apprehenſton of being charg'd 
with want oſ Politeneſs in drawing a Character, 
which however juſt in the Days of Eſaiab, 1 ſup- 
poſe no Man will be very ready to take to him- 
telf now, however free they may be in beſtowing 
it upon others, Eſai. lvi. 16. His Watchmen are 
blind,: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb Dogs, 
the cannot ark: Ibey are greedy Dogs; which can 
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never have enough, they are Shepherds who cannot 


underſtand. _ 

Can it, my Friend, be any Wonder, that an 
Aſſembly ſhould be afleep in their Pews below, 
whoſe Preacher is but juſt awake enough to read, 
or rather to dream over his Notes in the Pulpit 
above ? 


Si vis me flere, dolendum eſt 
Primum ipft tibi | 


Did not daily Experience teach me the contrary, 
I ſhould think no Rhapſody the wildeſt Enthuſiaſt 
ever utter'd more incredible, than to hear a Man, 
who really himſelf believes the infinite Importance 
of the Subjects he either does, or ought to preach 
upon, that his own eternal Happinels, or Miſery, 
as well as that of his Hearers, depends on the 
Succeſs of ſuch Addreſſes, and-yet treat them as 
Matters of Indifference, whether they believe them, 
or no. Did'the Spirit of God mean no more than 
this, when he bids the Prophet cry aloud and ſpare 
not; when he commands him to lift up bis Voice 
like a Trumpet, when he was to reprove Judab 
for their Sins, and 1/ ae! for their Tranſgreſſions? 
I have no Deſign in what I have hitherto ſaid, 
to connect the Affections of the Preacher's Heart, 


ſo far with the Vigour of his Voice, or any out- 
ward Geſtures of his Body, as even to inſinuate a 


Defect in the former, from the natural Weakneſs 
of the latter. I believe a Way may be found to 
the Hearts of an Auditory with great Safety to the 


Drum of their Ears, who may be kept awake and 


attentive from better Motives, than a Fear that 


| the Edifice ſhould fall upon their Heads. The 


warmeſt Paſſions of the Mind are very conſiſtant 


with bad Znngs, tho' I think not quite fo _ 
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that Solicitude, which a great many diſcover to fa. 
vour good ones ; eſpecially as the Length of our 
modern Sermons may very well admit of the 
*exvency I am recommending, with great Safety 
to the 8 Health, and without any ap- 
parent Danger of diſabling him for the Return of 
his Labours a Week, or a Fortnight after. The 
Value I have for the Life of every uſeful Miniſter, 
will always make me tender of his Conſtitution, 
and perhaps more fo than I could ſometimes wiſh 
he was himſelf. I can't fee at preſent any Call a 
Pxeacher can have to ſhorten his Days, and. run 
himſelf into a Conſumption, for fear of being 
thought negligent in his Duty, either, to God, or 
his People. The Apoſtle Paul, for any thing I 
Know, with all that glorious Fervency of Spirit 
which animated his own Diſcourſes, | and which 
he ſo warmly recommends to his fellow Labour- 
ers, might probably fall many Notes below my 
Friend Mr. /— in the Extent of his Voice, 
and the Vigour of his Lungs. Both you and 1 
have the Pleaſure of being acquainted with many 
living Inftances of this Truth, in ſome of the moſt 
valuable and ſucceſsful Miniſters amongſt. us: 
However, you will give me Leave ſtill to affirm, 
that the Man, . whoever he is, whoſe. Voice will 
not reach 500, is not fit to preach. to 5000 3 4a 
Number not untrequent amongſt tome of my new 
Friends: | | 

I haye lately loſt ſo excellent, and valuable a 
Friend in the very Beginning ot his Uſctulneſs, for 


Want of this Caution, that tho' I ſtill conſider it 


as an advantageous Circumſtance in the Diſcharge 
of their Office, yet by no means eſſential to the 
Character of a zealous and ſuccelstul Preacher. 


Having thus told you what I da not mean, and 


ſo guarded what I have already ſaid, or may 2 
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ur ther ſay, from reflecting on any, whoſe Diſcourſes 
be however otherwiſe valuable, may be generally de- 
ty I liver'd with leſs of this Pathos; give me Leave 
P. WW now to tell you what I do: And as I may per- 
of haps make myſelf better underſtood by tranſcrib- 
be ing a Character I have lately met with, which ex- 
T, Wactly anſwers the full Meaning of all 1 have been 
n, Wt ſaying, than by any Words of my own, you will 
ſh allow me to refer you to that for an Anſwer. It 
is the Picture indeed of a foreign Divine, long be- 
un I fore the Introduction of Methodiſm. Bur I think 
1s know the Man, in whoſe publick Addreſs I can 
or trace the Features of that eminent Preacher, with- 
out much Injury to the Original. Take it then 
in the Author's own Words, that I may not be 
ſuſpected of tranſlating it with a View to any Per- 
fon now hving. 
ny | © Bucolcerus in Roſtrum ſuum, & mediæ con- 
de, © cionis Suggeſtum nunquam aſcendit, quin de 
«* cordibus Efbihiovm ipſis quos fere vellet Ef- 
ſectus excuteret. Templum ingrediebatur quiſ- 
quis ſenſu Iræ divinæ perterritus ? Deum im- 
mortalem ! quanta fidei Voluptate perfuſus Do- 
mum redibat? Calamitatum Angore, & Tenta- 
tionum Fluctibus quaſſabatur alius, non Dolo- 
« ris tantum Solamen, ſed Propoſitum etiam ih 
« generari ſentiebat mala quæque forti, conſtanti- 
que Animo perferendi. Erat omni Vitiorum 
cœno contaminatus aliquis, flexanima Orationis 
* hujus Suada, nifi plane deſperatus eſſet, corri- 
«© gebatur. Vida nimirum in Bucholcero omnia 
« frterunt : Vivida vox, v. vidi oculi, vivide manus. 
© peſtus omnes vividi. Hinc Auditorium ejus adeo 
* commotum conſtat, ut licet non niſi finita 
Hora alteram peroraret, nullum tamen audiendi 
Tædium, vel a media cuiquam Plebe obtepſe- 
* fit. Melchior Adamus in vita W ey 
cre 
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Were I to tranſlate this for the Benefit of my 
Friends at the Tabernacle, 1 know very well to 
whom they would apply the Character, and ! 
heartily join with them in ſo doing. 
I am ſorry that to explain my full Meaning, [ 
find myſelſ obliged to draw a very different Like. 
neſs, and could heartily with the Features, with- 
out my Explication, would not direct every Man 
.who attend to them where to find the Originals, 
As I have taken my firſt Picture from a learned 
.German Divine, you will allow me to copy this 
from one of our own Countrymen, who had but 
too many Opportunities of painting from the Lite, 
and therefore muſt be excus'd that he deals ic 
much in Shades, in order to preſerve the Reſem 
'blance. 

You will neither queſtion the Skill, or Ho 
neſty of the Limner, when the pious and learne 
Mr. Baxter ſets his Name at the Bottom. It was 
in his Time that theſe lifeleſs Orators firſt bega 
to appear amongſt us; from whoſe Pertormances 
that great and good Man very juſtly dates the 
Decay of Religion amongſt the Hearers. I have 
not Time to turn to the many- Paſſages in that 
zealous Author, which have often ſtruck me it 
the reading. But there is one, which, as it-par 
ticularly. pleas'd me, you will give me Leave tc 
tranſcribe, without making any Apology for th 
Compariſon, which you will remember 1s none 0 
mine. . You, will find it in his Saints everlaſting 
Reſt. Edit. 12. Part 1. Page 78. I remem 
« ber (ſays he) a fellow who got his Living b. 
* licking @ red hot Iron cold with his Tongue. Th 
« Artiſt diſtinguiſh'd himſelf by the Name of 
« Fire Eater. And much I fear theſe Tongue 
« are in moſt of our Mouths, and that we uk 
the Breath which ought to be n 
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blowing up the ſacred Flame in the Hearts of ouf 
Hearers, rather to blow it out. How quick and 
piercing is the Word of God in itſelf ? enough, one 
would think, to enter, and force its Way into the 
dulleſt Heart; and yet, alas, how ſeldom do we 
ſee theſe Effects, either on the Conſciences, or At- 
fections of our Heaters: Our Peoples Sp'rits re- 
main congealed, whilſt we, who are entruſted with 
the Words of Lite, that ſhould melt, and ſoften 
them, ſuffer them to freeze between our own Lips: 
Such Preaching it is that has brought the molt to 
hear Sermons, as they lay their Creed, and Patet- 
noſter. 
Now, Sir; let me aſk you; Whether theſe Sort 
of Harangues, which have been continued dowri 
to the preſent Time, have been attended with any 
better Effects, than they had at their firſt Intro- 
duction? As you are not preſent to anſwer the 
Queſtion, you will give me Leave to do it for you, 
and affirm that they have not. If then we ever 
hope for a Revival of Religion, it muſt be by 
other Means, and other Inſtruments: Preachers 
muſt be in earneſt, and if they have any Voices; 
muſt lift them up like a Trumpet. Sinners are 
not to be convinced by philoſophical Diſſertations z 
their Hearts, to which our Addreſſes mutt be made 
with any Hope of Succeſs, ly much farther from 
their Ears than theſe People ſeem to imagine; and 
thoſe muſt be Sons of "Thunder who ate like to 
make any Impreſſion there. I am told, indeed, 
that ſuch Applications are very inconſiſtent with 
good Manners, and are more likely to fright Peo- 
ple gut of their Wits, than to bring them to their 
Senſes ; and ſome terrible Inſtances have been re- 
— where they have had this Effect. But as 
am hitherto ignorant of * ſuch Facts, I _ 
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take the Liberty to ſuſpend my Belief z as I greatly 
ſuſpect the Judgment, if not the Honeſty of the 
Witneſſes, whole Ignorance of the Terrors which 
frequently attend an awakened Conſcience under 
the Pangs of the new Birth, aſcribe the viſible Et- 
fects of ſuch Terrors to a Diſorder in the Brain; 
whereas they are really a promiſing Indication of 
their Return to a ſound Underſtanding. The firſt 
Part of the Objection is ſtill worſe, and more 
ſenſeleſs than the latter. 
I ſuppoſe if a Man's Houſe was on Fire, and I 
had no other Way of getting it out but hollow + 
ing the Danger in his Ears, eſpecially if he was 
naturally deaf, or ſo engaged about ſomething 
elſe, as not to attend to the Warning, if given 
with greater Politeneſs, I ſhould hardly be cenſured 
as rude, or impertinently officious, if I ventured 
the Damage which might attend that Organ, to 
ſave his whole Body from the Flames; and I am 
ſure, whatever he might think of ſuch Addreſs 
before he was well awake, and made ſenſible of the 
Danger which made it neceſſary, he would change 
his Sentiments when he came to ſee, and acknow- 
ledge the Obligation when happily delivered 
from it. 
There was, I remember, a fooliſh Law among 
the Lacidemanians, that no Man ſhould tell his 
Neighbour any bad News that concerned himſelf; 
ſuppoſing, that if it was true, it would be known 
Time enough without their officious Information z 
and if falſe, it would prevent an unneceſſary Pain 
ill it was proved ſo. One would imagine, by the 
Conduct of our modern Preachers, that this Law 
had ſome how crept into the Canons of the Church. 
They are indeed commiſſioned to tell Sinners ill 
News, the worſt Tidings they ever heard; _ 
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ther they quite forget their Meſſage, or ſoften it 
in ſuch a manner, as beſpeaks the Diſregard of 
their Hearers. Now, Sir, are ſuch pointleſs Ar- 
rows ever like to pierce and wound the Conſcience 
of an hardened Sinner ? Are ſuch feeble Attacks 
upon the ſtrong Holds of Satan ever like to diſ- 

ſſeſs him of his Rule, and drive him out of his 
— confirmed perhaps by 2 Reign of half 
a Century ? If not,*til] Providence raiſes up Men 
better fitted for the Work, can we wonder that our 
Preachers jo generally labour in vain, and ſpend 
their Strength for nought. That Leviathan laughs 
at the ſhaking even of the Goſpel Spear, in the 
Hands of thoſe who know ſo little how to uſe it; 
much leſs can he be terrified by Weapons drawn 
from Heathen Moraliſts, or quaint Maxims ex- 
tracted from Seneca, or Epiftetus. Let it be al- 
lowed, that the warmeſt, and moſt animated Ad- 
dreſſes, muſt depend entirely for their Succeſs on 
divine Influences from above, which are equally 
capable, in the Hand of the Spirit, of reaching 


the hardeſt Heart, by whatever Inſtrument he is 


pleaſed to employ ; and that as the Kingdom of 
God in the World cometh not with Obſervation 
or outward Pomp, ſo neither is it erected in Soul 
with Noiſe, and Importunity. Be it fo, the Con- 
ſequence will no way weaken the Aſſertions I have 
been labouring to eftabliſh, viz. that theſe Men 
have in Fact been bleſſed with greater Appearance 
of that divine Power, and more remarkable Suc- 
ceſs where they have been permitted to deliver 
their Meſſage, than any Inſtances that can be pro- 
duced in the ſame Number of Preachers in the 
preſent Age, either in the Eſtabliſhment, or 
amongſt the various Denominations who diſſent 
from it: And farther, that their manner of 
TY Preach- 
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Preaching, attended with the Advantages I have 
been explaining, are the moſt likely Way, not 
only to Popularity, but Succeſs. 'The Queſtion 
not being what God can do, but what he uſually 
does. I might advance one Step farther, and ju- 
ſity the Inference too, that if God be with them, 
they are therefore ſent by him, which is all I have 
been labouring to prove by this tedious Epiſtle. 
But I am quite tired, and muſt here put a Pe- 
riod to my own Pains, and your Patience. Per- 
haps, if you deſire it, I may endeavour to ſatisfy 

cur remaining Inquiries in my next. Give me 
9 to conclude the preſent with ſomething that 
more particularly concerns myſelf. 

You ſee, my Friend, what Pains I have taken 
to vindicate this new Sect, which is every where 
ſpoken againſt, as well as myſelf, from the dread- 
tul Charge of Enthufiaſm ; which I own I would 

ladly avoid, not for my own Sake; for ſo far as 
* Character relates only to myſelf, I have very 
little Concern about it; and if I muſt be dreſſed 
in a Fool's Coat, I am ſure I have much better and 
wiſer Men than my Taylors to keep me Com- 
ny. And what above all is ſufficient for my 
own Satisfaction is, that if I am befide myſelf, it is 
to God, And J have ſtill Senſe enough left, not 
to preſerve the Credit of my Underſtanding at the 
Expence of my Conſcience: Whilſt that acquits 
me, and ſpeaks Peace, let the World, and even 
my F lene regard me in what Light they pleaſe. 
It will give me no Pain, either to be made a 
Gazing-ſtock myſelt, or to own myſelt a Compa- 
nion of thoſe who are ſa uſed. 

Would you know then, why I am fo ſolicitous 
to roll away this Reproach, both from them and 
myſelf, in which 1 have ſo little perſonal —_— 
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I will tell you in one Word. It is to preſerve 
their Uſefulneſs, and my own. Glad would I be 
to lead others into a Participation of the ſame 
Grace, and ſpread the Savour of my great, my 
ever-adorable Maſter all around me; but how vain 
muſt. be the Attempt, whilſt thoſe, to whom 1 
would addreſs myſelf, conſider this Labour of 
Love to their Souls, as the Effect only of a di- 
tempered Brain, or at beſt of a well-meant, but 
crazy Imagination. A Viſit to a Friend, wha 
once perhaps would have heard me with Pleaſure 
on other Subjects, under theſe Prepoſſeſſions, may 
indeed gratify the Benevolence of my own Heart, 
but is by no Means like to have any other Effect 
on his, than to make him uneaſy under the Ap- 
rehenſions of having the ſame Queſtion put to 
bien after I am gone, which was put to Fehr, 
2 Kings ix. 11. 1s all well, wherefore came this mad 
Fellow unto thee ? —— Strange! that a Man ſhould 
then only be denied the Uſe of his Reaſon, when 
he begins to exerciſe it on Subjects from which it 
derives all its Dignity ; and that very Change, 
which ſhould denominate him truly in his Senſes, 
ſhould be urged as an Evidence of a Craze in his 
Underſtanding. —— Still more ſtrange, that a 
Word, which whilſt it had any Meaning, all was 
the Glory and Honour of the human Nature, and 
the peculiar Characteriſtick of a Chriſtian, ſhould, 
by the mere Force of Sound, without any Idea 
affixt to it by thoſe who pronounce it, be made to 
ſignify a Man who has irrecoverably loſt his Rea- 
ſon, and is become not the Object of Pity (an 
Affection due to ſuch an unhappy Character) but 
of univerſal Inſult, and Abuſe. | | 
Can you then wonder, that I ſhould be ſolici- 
tous to refute a Charge, which, whillt it _ gains 
5 Credit 
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Credit among my Friends, muſt effectually diſap- 
point the moſt valuable Ends for which I defire 
to live. Yet ſo it is, that the very manner in 
which divine Grace has reached my own Heart, 
renders it incredible, and therefore uſeleſs to all 
who hear it. It is ſufficient that the Change was 
wrought by Men, who they are reſolved ſhall ne- 
ver have the Credit of the Cure; and therefore, in 
Defiance of the moſt folemn Appeals to God for 
the Truth of all I aſſert, and in direct Contra- 
diction to all the Evidence I am daily endeavour- 
ing to give them, by the Change of my Life and 
Converſation, they ſuppoſe it a ſufficient Anſwer, 
that the poor Man has caught the Diſtemper of 
the Place, where he has laid the Scene of this ima- 
ginary Transformation. And ſorry I am to add, 
that in Inſtances, where, with peculiar Pleaſure 1 
thould have hoped for a kinder Treatment, I have 
only been unhappily inſtrumental to increaſe their 
Hatred of the Principles I have embraced, and 
the very Name of the Society into which I am 
entered, 

Such, however, was the Caſe of the Apoftle 


Paul, and fuch the Judgment of Feſtus, on the 


Circumſtances which attended his Converfion. But 
tho' he concluded him beſide himſelf, he had Po- 
litenefs enough to aſſign a Reaſon for it, to which 
I freely own I have no Pretence; and therefore 
willingly excuſe thoſe who pals the ſame Sentence 
upon me, for not aſcribing it to the ſame Cayſe. 
However, the Warmth with which that glorious 
Confeſſor of a Maſter, and a Sect univerially de- 
ſpifed, tefuted the groundleſs Charge, will, I 
hope, juſtify me in applying that Part of his De- 
fence to myſelf; and affirming that I am not mad, 
but ſpeak the Words of Truth, and _ 
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And if, when J affirm nothing but what I have 
ſeen and felt, no Man will receive my Teſtimony, 
[ ſhall make no other Return, than the Wiſh with 
vrhich that great and excellent Man politely con- 
ludes his own Defence, That all who conſider 
me in this Light, were altogether ſuch as by 
Grace I am,” notwithſtanding what their Cha- 
acters might ſuffer by it in the Opinion of others, 
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x Wt once to pity, and deſpiſe; | 
[= Perhaps my next Letter may bring you a critical 
"= fay on this formidable Diforder of the Brain with 
d hich we ſtand charged ; and trace its Original from 


r, uch morecreditable Parents, than thoſe who take ſo 
of uch Pains to fix it as a Matter of Reproach upon 
are willing to allow: And here, for the Benefit 


d, t thoſe who will pay very little Regard to the Do- 


I rines of Revelation, I may prove that their owtr 
e ourite Philoſophers were the Patrons of it: That 
ir crates's Demon, who taught him his Wiſdom, and Ci- 
d ro's Aflatus divinus fine quo nuilus Vir vere magnus, - 
m only chriſtianized, or tranſlated into ſcriptural 

anguage, will give us a Right to claim their Au- 
le ority in the Support of all that we aſſert, which 
he no more than what I am ſorry any Chriſtian ſhould 
ut ny; that thoſe who are the Children of God, are led 
o- bis Spirit ; who through Chriſt are builded together 
ch Wh 4: HABTITATION or Gop through the Spirit; 


ph. ii. 22. which is very little more than the true 
leaning of the Word Euibuſiaſts put into Engliſh. 


ſe. Ind if a Pack of raſcally Impoſtors laid Claim to 
us is Privilege among the Heathen Prieſts, to delude 
e- e People with Pretences of Inſpiration; whether 

I We Devil really poſſeſſed them, or no, is a Matter 
e- no Conſequence to me, nor can any Way affect 
d, e Claim which every Chriſtian has by Promiſe, that 
ſs. th the Father and the Son will come, and take up 


eir ABoDE in their Hearts, and DWELL THERE by 
Spirit, as His TemePLe. If my new Friends mean 
n | G 


rhoſe Cenſures they would then learn, like me, 


any 
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any Thing more than this, however incautious ſome 
of their Expreſſions may have been, which I can bet- 
ter apologize for, than defend, I ſhall leave them to 
make out their Pretenſions as they can ; contenting 
myſelf in this Way which others call Znthufraſm, to 
worſhip the God of my Fathers, believing all Things 
which are written in the only Rule of my Faith, the 
Goſpel of the Grace of God: To which I heartily com- 
mit you, and which'is able to keep you from falling, 
and preſent you faultleſs before the Preſence of his Glory 
with exceeding Foy. 
I am, dear Sir, yours, &c. 


e eee 


S was not ſufficiently aware of an Ambiguity 

in the Title, till it was too late to correct it, 
the Reader will indulge me, it, as -bad Painters 
are ſometimes forced to do, I put the Name of 
my Picture at the Bottom, leaſt the Features ſhould 
not ſufficiently direct him to find our the Perſons 
I deſign. Let it then be obſerved, that by the 
Term Methodiſts, whoſe Principles and Preaching 
the above Letter was deſigned to explain, I would 
by no Means be underſtood to include the various 
Sects, and Parties, into which that vague and general 
Title has been divided, many of which I am total! 
unacquainted with, and deſire to continue ſo. 

The Queſtions which gave Occaſion to it related 
only to Mr. N hitefield, and his Followers, and were 
anſwered with a View to them, and no others. I ſhal 
therefore eſteem myſelf accountable for no Doctrine 


which may have been propagated from any otheyj 


Quarter, however they may have been contounded 
together under one common Appellation. 

I ſhall leave it to Mr. Vaſiey to defend his own Prin 
ciples, becauſe I know them, and to the Moraviz 
to juſtify theirs, becauſe I don't, nor I believe an 
body elſe, till they have paſt their Novitiate, ant 
ate admitted into the Secrets of that Society. 
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My Acquaintance with the former convinces 
me that it is out of my Power, and I believe his 
own too, to vindicate a Scheme which places Men 
in a State of Perfection, and full Aſſurance one 
Day z which they are liable to loſe, and become 
Children of the Devil, and final Apoſtates the 
next. I own myſelf at a Loſs to account for the 
jumbling two ſuch Propoſitions together, by a Man 
of Mr. Wefley's Underſtanding, unleſs it be done 
to introduce an Inſurance Office againſt this imagi- 
nary Danger for his own Followers; which may 

robably colt as much, and be worth as little, as 

a Popiſh Abſolution in Articulo Mortis. How- 
ever, as he has left them the Liberty of conſult- 
their Bibles (the only Religion of Proteſtants) 1 
am under no great Pain for the Succeſs of ſuch a 
Project; as they will find there a much better 
Security for their final Perſeverance, though they 
ſhould neither be perſect in this Life, nor attain a 
full Aſſurance of their Title to a better, till they 
come to the actual Poſſeſſion of it. 

For a very different Reaſon I am obliged to ex- 
clude the Unitas Fratrum, or, as they are com- 
monly called, the Moravians, from having any 
Concern in theſe Papers. It is true, as this Letter 
was wrote ſome Years ago, I referred to them, in 
the Progreſs therein mentioned, of the Goſpel 
among the Natives of Africa, and the Inhabitants 
of the moſt northern Parts of Europe. I have 
ſince had but too much Reaſon to queſtion the 
ſtrict Truth of that Account; nor, were 1 better 
aſſured of their Succeſs there, ſhould I greatly re- 
Joice in any Converts made by their Miſſionaries 


nn thoſe Parts, any more than by the Jeſuits in 


China or Japan, till it appears that the Principles, 
in which they are inſtructed at the Cape of Good 
Hope, are more agreeable to the Doctrines of Chri- 
ſtianity, than thoſe which are taught at Cantor. 
Till that be better known, whatever Commenda-- 
tions they may expect 8 their Zeal in compaſſing 
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Sea and Land to make Proſelites, they will, perhaps, 
produce but few Inſtances. of making Chriſtians. 
For my own Part, I take no Pleaſure in un- 
grounded Surpriſes, or uncharitable Reflections on 
any Body, or Society of Men, who profeſs a Zeal 
for the Propagation of the Goſpel; it is a glo- 
rious Deſign, let it be executed by who it will; 
nor do I think it neceſſary that it ſhould be done 
Juſt in my Way, before I can ſincerely wiſh a 
Bleſſing to the Preachers: However, I am afraid 
I have juſt Reaſon to ſuſpect, that thoſe Doctrines, 
which are propagated with ſo much boaſted Zeal 
Abroad, and concealed with at leaſt equal Care 
and Diligence at Home, will hardly bear a fair 
Exwination, however they may compoſe a very 
proper Creed for an Hotlentot, or an Jcelander. 
The Bible, which I hope will always be the un- 
erring Rule of my Faith (whatever it may be of 
others) requires no greater Degrees of Charity, 
than are conſiſtent with the Rules it has laid down 
for judging both of Men and Things; amongſt 
which -both our Saviour and his Apoſtles agree, 
that whatever Doctrines decline a fair Trial by 
the Word of God, and ſkulk in Darkneis, muſt 
neceſſarily owe their Modeſty to a Conſciouſneſs 
that they have no Light in them. It therefore I 
am ignorant of what they would have me believe, 
and what they perſuade their Diſciples to ſwallow, 
as wholſome Nouriſhment, the Fault muſt ly at 
their Door, if I entertain a Diſtruſt of thoſe Prin- 
ciples which they labour to keep fo ſecret. 
They have publiſhed indeed a. Folio, under the 
venerable Authority of the Head of their Order; 
and here at leaſt I pleaſed myſelf, I could not fail 
of having my Inquiries ſatisfied, by a Performance 
communicated to the World with ſo much Parade, 
and the Labour of ſo able an Hand. But grieved 
J am to tell the Reſult of my ExpeCtations, which 


have left me quite as much in the Dark, as I was fþ 
| deer 
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before that huge Volume was put into my Hands, 
I am therefore unavoidably left to the only An- 
ſwer I have been able to get, either from their 
Teachers, or Diſciples, That they are quite bappy. 
But as to the Way in which they came to be 1o, 
or the Foundations which ſupport it, they have 
neither Charity nor Good-nature enough to com- 
municate the Secret. I have only Room to add, 
that, as theſe Complaints are true, ſo if they 
ſhould be thought inſufficient to juſtify my own, or 
other People's eme have many more Reaſons 
at their Service, if ever they are properly called for. 

As to the ſmaller Parties who come under this 
Denomination, having either broke off from, or 
been expelled out of theſe larger Societies, and 
ſet up Be themſelves, I am ſorry to ſay, that they 
are too numerous for me to know any Thing about 
them. If they do any Good, which I confeſs is 
more than I expect, I ſhall be glad to hear of ir 
from any Vouchers but themſelves : And, as I 
am ſure, if they da none, they muſt do. a great 
deal of Miſchief, by unſettling ignorant and weak 
Minds, under Pretences of greater Purity, and 


deeper Inſight into Myſteries which they know * 


nothing of, I ſhall with Pleaſure ſee them return- 
ing to their proper Callings, and abiding therein 
with God, Tractent Fabrilia Fabri. 

Should it now be inquired, with what View a 
Letter wrote ſo long ago, in Compliance with the 
Requeſt of a private Correſpondent, is now oſ- 


fered to the Publick ; the Author thinks it ſuſſi- 


cient to ſay, that whatever his own Sentiments 
were at that Time, he was willing to wait the 
vent of his Reaſoning on a Subje& which, 
however plauſible in Speculation, he well knew 
muſt receive its Sanction from its Succeſs, And 


E, upon an impartial Review of ten Years, he 


| Finds no Reaſon to retract any Thing he then ad- 


yanc'd, 


- 
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Hanc'd, he hopes he may, with greater Aſſuranc 
recommend thoſe Principles, and that manner Qq 
: Preaching to thoſe of every Denomination, WI 
are not aſhamed of the Articles, of the Chure 
and the Doctrines of our firſt Reformers, that 
he could have done by the bare Force of Argy 
ment, unſupported by a long Courſe of Facts, 
Which he can now appeal. | 


nor to continue them ſo any longer, than ti 
their own Preachers, by the Purity of their Dot 


Diſcharge of their Office, . ſhall render ſuch fe 
reign Aſſiſtance unneceſſary. | Let the Clerg 
then maintain Poſſeſſion of their Churehes; ati 
their Incomes too, unenvied by me, as I beliey 
they are by them. Let diſſenting Preachen 
of every Denomination, who love the Lord . 
ſus Chriſt, and preach his Goſpel in Incorruj 
tion, exerciſe their Care over their reſpectiſ 
Flocks. All that he deſires from the one, 


what is commendable, and has in Fact -prow 
ever they may continue to deſpiſe their Perſon 
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He has no Deſign to make Men Methodiſt 


trines, and a ſuitable Zeal and Fervency in th 


the other, is, that whatever Diſlike they mi 
have to the Name, they would at leaſt imitat 


ſucceſsful amongſt theſe Men, how much 


Let this be done; and however he may col 
clude with an Aſſertion, which may fix tl 
Charge of Enthuſiaſm on the Writer, he maß 
no Scruple to affirm, that Whenever à ful 
cient: Number of | Preachots ſhall ariſe, eith 
in the Church, or without it, whoſe DoErint 
hall be equally pure, and their Lives half 

laborious, theſe Invaders of their Office quick 
will be no more; and, till then, he heartily wif 
[they may go on, and proſper. eee 
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